25X

25X1
25X

1A

Approved For Release 2003/12/09 SEE%¥84-00022R000400010010-9

03gL@n¥¢J AnearSa_ Qu,uffw%b ﬁ

E—
2L May 1557
na P, ﬂ, 7\/\491,

e

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD
Fo 25X1A

SUBJECT: Report on trip to CIA Records Center,
Thursday, 23 May 1957

1. Purpose of trip, which occupied entirs working day, along
with 2 additional hours driving| ] was to make
& preliminary check to see first-hend what CIA historical records
for the period 1953-56 have actuaslly been retired to the Records
Center. (See pars. 7=-8, below.)

2, This visit was my first to the Records Center's new
location |
%" We have from time to time borrowed Iiles from L1

| centers, but this was the Iirst occasion

for me to ses first-hand the transformation of the Records Center
into a modern, well equipped, and well staffed archival depository,
with apparently sxcellent security features and with excellent tele-

25X1A phone and courier communications with CIA headquarters.
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! 6. A smecond historicsl matter, volunteered by | t]
to describe to me a large collection of records, publications, and
museum material of 0S8 days which General Donovan has in his possession
in his office in New York City. From his description of these "fabu-
leus® 0SS archives, I suspect that they properly belong to the rsst

of the 0SS archives in CIA custody (in RiS Building). Even aside

from security considerations, it seems to me that these files comprise
an archival collection that has been alienated from proper govermsent
archives ownership, Whether the 0SS Archives Section in DD/P imows

of them, and whether they slready have "strings" on them, 1 do not
know, but 1t se me that we should discuss this matter with the
m/p wcmﬁst,ﬂ; I so recommend. Recommendationt Discuss
25X1A L with 058 Archives oection, '

A

7. s to the research work itself, which was my resson for
going | ] T spent a net of 5 hours, making a detailed check
of the holdings of thes following seven offices in the Records Center,
to see which of their records, for the perfod 1953-56 (only) are now
deposited in the Records Center:

1. 0/DDX
z . m:

8., AD's office, 00

The results of the above searches (now in note form), will be typed up,
in approved historical-bibliographicel form, within the next day or so.
The end result will be thet we will have in the Historical Staff a

, econplete bibliogrsphy of all the major files of histerical interest

\ for sach of these offices, made up in each case of (a) the list above,
l and {b) the iist of the records still in the office's current files,
Taken together, and used together, these llsts should save us many,

| many nman-days of wasted effort in tracing the wherecabouts of a2 given

{ file which we need in owr hiatorical research and writing,

wd m
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B, There remains the comparable tasik of completing the 1istings
for the following BBt/ offices, for which there was not enough tims
25 P yosterday. . e hiem &

1 SIHESPEC
2
3

.

5, 08I
§, OCR (
. B, ; 411 to be selected
25X1A 7. ID/S offices (still to be selected)
9. Incidental to my research ab the Records , I sper®
I%Mt in informal conversation with | le snd M,

| {his principal assistant)}, telling them something
of our needs, in general, for historical records for the period
195356, and to urge them to be as conservative as possible in their
destraction of records (for that pericd) before we have had a chance
%5 use them., I am confident that we will have their cooperation in
putting "stop ordera” into affect on certain kinds of records which
have slready besn earmarked for destruction but wiich we find to
have sufficlent value to be kept for a further perlod of time. For
exsmple, there sre several dozen fchrono Files,” as well as a number
?2 other apecific files which I have uncovered in my searches, which
I feel strongly) should be re-sppraised for further preservation,
b ‘ ion: As soon as I can get to it, I propose to reduce
te writing such a list of specific historically-useful files, with
the recommendation that the Management Staff and the operating office

goncernad place a "stop ainst their destruction., Before
submitting this 1list to and Col, Grogen, I will discuss
the problem informally cords Management persomnel,
25X1A
10, Two minor problems were ralsed by | ] in the

course of my visit, Neither of them bear o the 195356 history
but are of concern to past projects of the Historical Staff:

25X1A

11, Loaned records: When mma, very éiplomstically)
csn the &eﬁeﬂt er expect the files (pre-1953 files)
leaned to the Bistorical Staff over the last several yeara? He
libﬁld out, especially, the several file cabinets of ORE records
{1548-50), which, he claimed, are technically in the ownership of
the Records Center {not of the Historical Staff) and which are techni-
eally "charged out" toc the Historical Staff by the Records Cemter.

-
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{I offored to raise this question with my superiors when I returned,
and expressed our intersst in cooperation to ths fullest,) Esmml&-
fon: 4n svon as feasidble, our “house cleaning® of pre«l953

Ld bw completed; see also cus recommendstion, that GFE
ﬂhr:i”;i? , be retired %o where many other ORE records
25X1A
13.

wical Stafl suggest any methods or shor’oa‘mm: to the Recorﬁs
m*: !rdzivi:t;, in getting {expeditiously) the mecessary backe

_grewd historical information on the puraly organisstionsl history
ef CIA's many offices, divisions, branches, stc,, 15i6-date? The

Sscords Osnter needs such *® nealsgicsl" information (and they need
1t badly, I fesl, privately), in order that they can properly and
e acourately organise thn thousands of collaectiona in their custody.
I ¢id not rewwal the fact that much of this kind of information is
M compiled, incidentally to our 1$46-50 and 195053 histories,
If e mm Center undertakes to compile much information inde-

3t would (I think)} be & case of wasteful duplication of

%, Without committing this office, I did effer to discuss
the hoordt Center's meeds with my auperiors, when I returned, to
s what, if snything, we oconld do to be helpful to theutnmtia,
I believe, = common interest--the proper care of GIA's historieal
srchives. Re ont I recommend, rirst (1), that the Hecords
Centar's key persone permitted to examine the Historical Staff's
two major histories (19L6-50, and 1950-53), snd to make excerpts and
aotes of vhatever organisational "genealogies,® crganizational charts,
9ta,., that might be helpful to them in their contimuing srchival job
of reconstructing and meking understandable tha masses of pre~1953
Eistorical records which they have in custody at[ = | Second
{2}, I recommend that the Records Center personnel be permitted to
Mtﬁﬁmnmmmbwmm,mmwm,w
wpesific historicsl or archival ques h they encounter,
bearing on the historicel records in provided that our
sentinuing research and writing programs are not unduly interrupled,
and provided that Colonel Urogen bs kept fully and promptly informed
whanever the Racords Center sesks our consultation,

27 May 1957

APPROVED except so wuch of paragraph 12
Tegarding the 15:4-1950 Histery. This
will not be made avallable. tpecific
qmaﬂons way be asked of the Historical
Staff and An this manrer we may be able
to meet their npeds.

STLEIEY Ja Al
Assistant to the | ctor
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Approved For Release 2003/12/09 : smmh-ooozzRoomooommo-s

25X1

25X1



